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The 2022 salary for members of Congress has been set at more than $35 million

Former President Ivan Duque signed the increase days before he left office.
Politics Desk1

The salary for members of Congress in Colombia was increased once more. A decree
signed during the government of former President Ivan Duque, increased the salary of the
legislators by 2.6% for 2022, and therefore now stands at around $35 million. The increase,
which should take place at the start of this year, means members of Congress who continue
and those who did not remain in their posts as of last July 20, will receive about six million
pesos for the months in which the increase was not in effect.

Why the salary increase for congressional legislators?

Before he left office, Ivan Duque signed decree 1546 of 2022 on August 4, three days
before the inauguration of Gustavo Petro as the new president, wherein the "readjustment
and monthly allocation for members of Congress” is established. Accordingly, the salary
increase for these legislators will be around $898,000 per month. In other words, the
monthly income of the legislators increases from $34,418,133 to $35,316,450.

The reasoning behind the retroactive pay is that the document was written at the beginning
of this year, but was not approved until last August 4. Consequently, in their next pay cycle,
they will receive a bonus of around 6 million pesos, which corresponds to a salary increase
effective in January.

Although the increase has nothing to do with the new government, which came into office
on August 7, three days after the decree was signed, it has generated controversy because
many of the new Congress members have said their intention was to decrease their salaries.
To this end, eight days after the new Congress convened at the Capitol, they presented a bill
to reduce them, but only as of 2026.

In the past, this bill generated another controversy within Congress, as it was considered by
some as unfairly advantageous for the current legislators. Even so, some members,
including Humberto De la Calle, maintained that its intention is good, but that decrease
must be effective before the end of the 2022-2026 four-year period.
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