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PG&E Cuts Power to 2,000 as Extreme Heat Bakes
California

Utility shuts off power lines to prevent fires as winds rise

Grid manager declares transmission emergency due to fire

By Rafaela Jinich and Mark Chediak
July 2, 2024 at 12:06 PM EDT
Updated on July 2, 2024 at 5:27 PM EDT

PG&E Corp. cut power to about 2,000 homes and businesses in Northern
California as triple-digit temperatures, strong winds and low humidity
heightened the risk of wildfires.

The utility said it preemptively shut power across small areas of eight
counties and one tribal community, according to a statement Tuesday on its
website. PG&E said it had delayed the start of shutoffs for an additional
10,000 customers after weather conditions proved to be not as extreme as
feared.

Electrical transmission towers at a Pacific Gas and Electric electrical substation in Vacaville,
California. Photographer: David Paul Morris/Bloomberg
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Read More: Lush Flowers Are Sending a Warning About California Fire
Season

Separately, the California power grid operator declared a transmission
emergency for Northern California Tuesday due to a wildfire threatening
local electrical lines and generation, according to a notice. Overall, the state
reported having enough electricity supplies to meet forecast demand.
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PG&E, California’s biggest utility, had warned of the potential outages as the
state faces a period of high wildfire risk. The shutdowns come just as power
demand surges to keep air conditioners running, with temperatures
expected to top 100F (38C) across much of the Central Valley. The heat wave
is expected to last until July 9, according to the National Weather Service.

Listen to Zero: Cities Must Be Redesigned for a Future of Extreme Heat

Redesigning Cities for a Future of Extreme Heat

34:17

“An exceptionally dangerous situation is expected to unfold over the next
week as we enter a potentially historic and deadly heat event,” the service’s
San Francisco Bay Area office warned Tuesday in a bulletin.
(Updates with California grid alert in third paragraph and long-term forecast in
paragraphs four and five.)
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