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Outstanding debt remains to strengthen prior consultation processes with
ethnic groups, says ILO

On the International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples, Italo Cardona, director of the
Office of the International Labor Organization (ILO) for the Andean Countries, states that
this mechanism is crucial to "guarantee the participation of indigenous peoples in the
design and implementation of initiatives for their development.”
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On the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, Italo Cardona, director of the
Office of the International Labor Organization (ILO), reiterates these populations have been
marginalized regarding their rights: there are 54 million indigenous people in Latin
America and the Caribbean and 30% of them are sunk in poverty. 33 years after the
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention was adopted in 1989, the problem persists
because "indigenous peoples continue to be disproportionately affected by marginalization
and exclusion," says Cardona in a public letter. ILO Convention 169 is an international
treaty that recognizes the rights of indigenous peoples to maintain their own identities,
languages ​​, and regions, and therefore have the right to control their own institutions and
economic development.

Even so, indigenous peoples find it difficult to access quality employment, as according to
ILO data they are 31.5% more likely to work in the informal economy, especially
indigenous women. Of these, 85% now work informally, and additionally, the wages of
indigenous women and men tend to be 31% lower compared to other workers. Finally,
more than half of this population in the region already lives in urban areas as a result of
forced displacement, armed conflict, climate change, and the search for better
socioeconomic conditions.

Cardona's letter explains that "with only eight years remaining to fulfill the goals
established in the 2030 Agenda, the region will not be able to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals to which it has committed if urgent measures are not put in place and
supported to promote employment and entrepreneurship among indigenous people,
guaranteeing their access to decent work, with accessible and quality social protection.”

According to the Council of State of Colombia, “the normative foundations of prior
consultation are diverse, concurrent and complementary. In the first place, the right to prior
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consultation is directly founded in the democratic, participatory and pluralistic nature of the
Political Constitution.” In this Magna Carta, there are articles that directly recognize the
rights of indigenous groups, beginning with article one, which specifically expresses "the
recognition of the ethnic and cultural diversity of the Colombian nation." However, many
of them have not been regulated by Congress.

The Grupo Semillas Corporation says that “prior consultation is an instrument for the
survival of ethnic groups; for the preservation of cultural diversity; to guarantee the
reproduction of the group as a distinguishable entity characterized by group life and social
organization; and for the conservation of natural resources.” For this reason, the
organization considers that "it is the duty of the State to comply with ILO Convention 169,
the Constitution and other regulations on prior consultation and implement its real and
effective application."

For this reason, although some progress has been made in several regions, the ILO Director
for the Andean area stresses the importance that today, August 9, the International Day of
Indigenous Peoples, we must highlight an inclusive, sustainable and resilient reclamation to
endorse social and economic justice for indigenous peoples.

Cardona invites all countries to "redouble their efforts and invest higher quality resources to
promote access to the rights that the Convention recognizes” and increase the rights and the
priorities given to indigenous communities.


